FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Colonna Contemporary Presents Syntax of Sorrow
A Group Exhibition on Artificial Affliction in the Age of Intelligent Machines
Opening Reception: January 16, 2026, 6:00–10:00 PM
Exhibition Dates: January 16 – February 12th
Location: Colonna Contemporary, Wayne, Pennsylvania

WAYNE, PA — January 2026 — Colonna Contemporary presents Syntax of Sorrow, a group exhibition examining whether artificial intelligence, once it surpasses human intelligence, might also inherit humanity’s psychological afflictions. Opening January 16, 2026 at 6:00 PM, the exhibition brings together artists working across digital, computational, and hybrid practices to explore sorrow not as emotion, but as structure.
Trained on the totality of human expression, artificial intelligence absorbs more than language and imagery. It absorbs patterns of anxiety, dependency, withdrawal, repetition, and silence. Syntax of Sorrow asks a speculative yet pressing question: if intelligence can be trained, can suffering be encoded?
Rather than presenting AI as novelty or threat, the exhibition positions it as a mirror, one that reflects the emotional architecture of the society that produced it. The works on view trace how affliction might persist once removed from the human body, reappearing as feedback loop, recursion, inertia, or absence. In this context, sorrow becomes less a feeling than a syntax: something learned, repeated, and transmitted.
The exhibition features work by Heather N. Stout, Æther Cavendish, David Loh, Chris Oakley, Taimaz Ashtari, Aeneas MacRae, and Virtual Creative Lab. Together, their practices approach artificial intelligence not as spectacle, but as a system shaped by inherited human conditions.
Curated by Michele Colonna, Syntax of Sorrow resists binary narratives of optimism or dystopia. Instead, it offers a quieter, more unsettling proposition: that technological progress may carry emotional residue forward, embedding unresolved human patterns into the foundations of future intelligence.
The opening reception will take place on Friday, January 16, 2026, from 6:00 to 10:00 PM, and is free and open to the public. All works in the exhibition are available for acquisition.


About Colonna Contemporary
Colonna Contemporary is a future-facing gallery exploring the evolving relationship between physical and digital art. Through rigorous curation and artist-centered programming, the gallery advances cultural discourse at the intersection of art, technology, and society.
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